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case involving another opposing party? There do not appear to be

any clear answers to these questions, and their resolution would

probably take up far greater resources than dealing with the

relevance objections that gave rise to them.

The Commission thus should not try to preclude relevance

objections to discovery at this time. If the Commission wishes,

however, to place some reasonable limits on relevance objections,

it might be useful to adopt the standard in the Federal Rules of

civil Procedure, which permit discovery of "any matter, not

privileged, which is relevant to the subject matter involved in

the pending action," or which "appears reasonably calculated to

lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.,,33/

Conclusion

For the above reasons, the Commission should carefully

review its goals prior to amending the current rules, as it has

been MCI's experience that delay in complaint resolution does not

result from deficiencies in the rules or the complaint processes

in effect but, rather, from other factors apparently preventing

the Commission from deciding controversies brought before it

expeditiously. The pUblic interest would be far better served by

allocating more resources to the resolution of long-pending

complaints rather than to meaningless, and in some cases

harmful, procedural adjustments to govern future proceedings. As

33/ Fed. R. civ. P. 26(b) (1).



- 23 -

discussed above, while some of the Commission's proposals would

promote both fairness and efficienoy, others would accomplish

neither goal and should not b. adopted.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

Dated: April 21, 1992

By:

Donald J. Elardo
1801 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 887-2372
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